
By the time you receive this
newsletter, the DRFA Tournament
Season for 2018 is already under
way with the results of the Early
Spring Bass Tournament posted on
the DRFA Website for everyone to
view. If you missed the season
opener, there are still plenty of
opportunities to get in on the fun,
with the Shad Tournament coming
up in April, the Bank Fishing
Tournament in May, and the first
Catfish Tournament in May.

See the Tournament Fliers in the
back of this newsletter for
complete details.

President’s Message

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission wants to raise your
fishing license fee another $6.00
on top of the almost $23.00 you
already pay. That’s slightly over a
26% increase. Plus this agency
wants another 3% after that raise,
and another 3% after that, and
again 3%, and finally 3% more for
a total of 12% over the next few
years. So by the year 2023 you
will be paying close to $35.00 for
a license to fish in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. If
you fish for trout add another
$10.00, if you fish for steelhead in

the Northwest part of the
Commonwealth another $10.00.
Wow! Seems like fishing is going
to get real expensive in
Pennsylvania pretty soon. And if
you drive over the bridge from
New Jersey and want to fish in the
creeks and coves of the Delaware
River on the Pennsylvania side
you’re close to $80.00 a year.

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission will tell you how they
can’t operate without this license
increase. They will ask for public
comment. They will tell you
fishing will be cut back and
services will be stopped. The
agency will tell you that it’s a great
thing to fish for trout and that it is
a tradition. I sit back and watch
this whole show and remember
back to around 2004 into 2005.
Yeah, same thing.

Pennsylvania went from $16.00 to
$21.00. about a 28% increase.
They rolled out the same “dog and
pony show”, same bunch of people
running around telling you that it’s
the only thing that will save fishing
as a recreation in Pennsylvania.

For the Delaware River
Fishermen’s Association members
I ask what did we get for this fee
increase? Think hard. Yeah your
getting hotter. WE GET
NOTHING!!! Hey Harrisburg, we
fish the Delaware River.

Not a lot of trout in the Delaware
River. The threat to cut back trout
does not really change our game.
You cut back creel limits from 8
trout to 5. When your “sky is
falling” message gets another
increase what's next ? Will you cut
the trout creel limit from 5 to 3?

We don’t care about trout that
much, it’s a good bait for Striped
Bass. At one point the poor fish
you raised, and charged a fee to
catch, were contaminated with
PCB’s. You thought we forgot
about that. No it just got a lot more
people to stop fishing in
Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania went
from a over a million license
buyers down to almost half of that.

The American Shad season starts
soon and is one of the clubs
earliest tournaments. The
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission did a great job there!
It took a fishery from a total
unlimited abundance to a 3 per day
creel limit, all the time saying it
was not their fault. They are in
charge of Fishing and Boating in
Pennsylvania so whose fault is it?
The River Herring fishery that

The River News
The Official Newsletter Of The Delaware River Fishermen’s Association

Volume 30, No. 2 March-April 2018

Important Dates
Thursday, March 28: 7:00 pm.
Monthly meeting at Silver Lake
Nature Center. Guest Speaker
from Delaware River Shad
Fishermen’s Association

Saturday, April 21: 2:00 pm
weigh-in for Shad Tournament.
Yardley Park and Ride Lot.

Wednesday, April 25: 7:00
pm. Monthly meeting at Silver
Lake Nature Center..

Saturday, May 5: 6:00 am to
12:00pm Bank Tournament at
Neshaminy State Park.

Saturday, May 19: 6:00 am to
12:00 pm Catfish Tournament
at Frankford Arsenal.
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New York still has open is closed
in Pennsylvania. Again,
NOTHING. The DRFA fishes the
Delaware River mostly by boat.
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission doesn’t have a free
ramp in Philadelphia any more.
They gave it to the city. So the
Commonwealth now charges to
launch a boat at Neshaminy State
Marina. They cut services. We got
NOTHING.

So the brilliant minds that sit in
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission's ($10 million dollar
building) Harrisburg office try to
figure what to do. What they came
up with is this. They gave
themselves close to a 20% average
pay raise in all management
positions. The Executives Director
makes in excess of $145,000.00
(This is on the Internet.) They
increased a reserve bank account,
or rainy day fund, whatever
politicians call it, from about
$49,000,000 to $ 59,000,000 in a
couple of years. They told us this
in their magazine, they shoved it in
our face. Rumor has it the true
figure is over $100 million dollars.
What happens when you get
greedy and cut services? You lose
the interest of the customers you
have. Your customers go
somewhere else. Potential
customers have little or no interest
in your product. The Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission is in
the recreation business. They try to
compete with other outdoor
activities, many of which do not
charge a fee. Kids and young
adults love recreation. They are
finding other outdoor things to do
because fishing as a recreation is
getting too expensive. You don’t
get a lot for your money.

If this license fee goes through, the
Delaware River Fishermen’s
Association members will pay
more money to catch fewer fish
and launch their boats at pay a fee
ramps. The Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission is once again

asking for more, giving us less,
and stuffing their pockets. Once
again, we get NOTHING!!!

Minutes of the 
February Meeting
The February 28th meeting was
held at the Silver Lake Nature
Center, with President John
Pedrick calling the meeting to
order at 7:07pm.

In the absence of Eileen Kicinski,
John read the Treasurer's Report
which showed deposits of
$2,249.30 and expenditures of
$883.68, for a balance of $7043.88
as of February 28. John noted that
the previous year balance at the
end of February was $7,566.03.

The cub was at 65 paid members
including renewals as of that date.

John announced that the club's
youth event was approved to be
held at the Pennsylvania Yacht
Club again this summer on July 7.
The rent for the pavilion will be
$100.

The trustees reported that they had
checked the treasury books and the
numbers were on the mark.

The club has received the permits
for the Bulls Island and Byram
Tournaments but new insurance
policy information will need to be
provided to the the State of New
Jersey. John reported that the board
had found a new insurer that would
save the club about $100 a year on
premiums.

At the board meeting on February
15 the board discussed ideas about
dues, the possibility of investing in
an equipment trailer, and other
investments. 

The club needs to put in a total of
80 manhours of labor at the Silver
Lake Nature Center to cover the
rent for our monthly meetings. The
regular work dates at Silver Lake
are on the first Saturday of each
month. A Family Fishing Day will
be held at Silver Lake on
September 8 from 10am until 2pm

this year. That should give
members a chance to put quite a
dent in that manhour requirement.

John announced to the group that
Mainstream Outfitters in
Doylestown would be holding a
muskie seminar on March 3rd. On
another note, he said that the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission was looking for input
from anglers on how to deal with
the funding situation resulting from
a decrease in fishing license sales.
Members can go online to the
PFBC website at
www.fishandboat.com to provide
their inputs through the link to the
Sportsman's Forum Public Opinion
Poll.

Members discussed licensing
requirements for out of state
anglers regarding the space behind
Burlington Island and within
Dredge Harbor. Several members
recalled past announcements that
Dredge Harbor was open to both
PA and NJ licensed anglers, but
that the stretch behind Burlington
Island was claimed as NJ waters
and required an NJ license. We are
looking into that situation for
clarification.

Waterways Conservation Officer,
Michael Blair who covers the
lower Bucks County area, was the
guest speaker. (See separate
article.)

Rusty Held from the Delaware
River Shad Fishermen's
Association will be the guest
speaker at the March meeting. He
will also have some of his
homemade river anchors for sale. 

The South Jersey Bass Club
Association Bass Bowl on October
20 will be held at the Delaware
River. The ramp site is yet to be
announced. Possible locations
include Neshaminy, Frankford
Arsenal, and Gloucester City.

Harry Wirebach won the 50/50
drawing for $40.
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Shad-Herring Story

Apparently the mackerel fishery
landed directly on top of a huge
school of shad and river herring in
the New York Bight during January
and February. The mackerel fleet
hit their catch cap of 82 metric tons
for the year, in an extremely short
time. The mackerel fishery in Area
2 is now shut down for the rest of
the year. 82 metric tons translates
into 189,597 lbs. of shad and river
herring bycatch. River herring
weigh just under a pound so this
adds up to 200,000 shad/river
herring caught in the mackerel
fishery. It remains to be seen what
this will do to this years run.

You can read the online report at
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries
.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/Mackerel_
RHS/qm_mackerel_rhs_catch_caps
.html

Tackle Bag Raffles
Support Youth
Tournament
The fundraising raffle for the
freshwater tackle bag and saltwater
tackle bag was completed on
March 9th at the Hemlock Rod and
Gun Club seminar. The freshwater
tackle bag winner was a former
DRFA club member, Rick Carver.
He received his prize at that
drawing event. The saltwater bag
winner was Steve Quigley. Even
though he was not a DRFA
member, he generously donated
$100 of his Saltwater Tackle Bag
prize back to the club. Thank you,
Steve!

In all the raffle was a success for
the club, with 1,651 tickets sold --
775 for the saltwater bag and 876
for the freshwater bag. That
generated more than $2,700 before
expenses. Unfortunately, of the 12
tickets sent to every member, only
about 30% were sold. Tickets were
$2 each or 3 for $5. 

Funds raised by the effort will go
toward the expenses of the club’s
annual Youth Fishing Derby to be
held in July at the Pennsylvania
Yacht Club.
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Visit our Web site at www.drfishermen.com

2018 DRFA Tournament Schedule
All of these tournaments are free and open to dues-paying DRFA members
only. Members accrue points for the Angler of the Year competition based
on their finish in the eight regular club events. New members may register
on the morning of the event, before the check-in time. Weigh-in is at the time
specified. Late entries will not be weighed in. Always check the DRFA
Website or the Tournament Hotline the night before the event to learn
about any possible rescheduling or relocation!

Date Event Location Time

4/21 Shad Yardley Park and Ride Lot 2 pm weigh-in

5/5 Bank Tournament Neshaminy State Park 6 am to 12 pm

5/19 Catfish Frankford Arsenal Ramp 6 am to 12pm

6/16 Bass Curtin’s Marina, Burlington 6 am to 12 pm

7/7 Youth Derby Philadelphia Yacht Club 8 am to 1 pm

7/21 Catfish Gloucester City Ramp 6 am to 12 pm

8/4 Bass Neshaminy State Marina 6 am to 12 pm

8/18 Catfish Curtin’s Marina, Burlington 6 am to 12 pm

9/15 Bass Byram Access Ramp 7 am to 1 pm

10/13 Bass Bulls Island Ramp 7 am to 1 pm

Club member Joe Newton presents the freshwater tackle bag to winner
Ricky Carver, a former DRFA member.



Visit our Web site at www.drfishermen.com
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From A to Z:

C’mon, Share the
Fun with Friends!
They say there are four stages in a
fisherman’s life: 1.) he just wants
to catch a fish, any fish, 2.) he
wants  to catch a lot of fish, 3.) he
wants to catch bigger fish, and 4.)
he just wants to enjoy the
experience of being out on the
water. Well I can’t say that I’ve
completely outgrown stages 2 and
3 yet, but I certainly do appreciate
the sentiment of stage four. 

I don’t know whether it was
because I ignored a lot of my
responsibilities from 2000 to 2010,
or whether it was just a lucky time
of my life, but I probably fished as
much in any one of those years as I
have fished in any three of the
years from 2010 until now. 

I certainly understand why little
bits and pieces of family life and
work life have gotten in the way,
for one reason or another. But that
doesn’t make the pain of longing to
be on the water every weekend any
less real. I keep telling myself,
“this year, this year.” 

Well, I certainly hope so. But if
not, I’ll continue to live vicariously
through members of this club, of
my kayak fishing club, and of
numerous friendships generated
through my old Delaware River
smallmouth group. 

So the next time you find yourself
fortunate enough to spend a day on
the water, PLEASE take a few
minutes to log onto your computer
to post a few notes on our website
Forum, and maybe a picture or two
of your day on the water. There are
plenty of us who only get to enjoy
thoughts of the river through your
experiences. You don’t have to
include GPS coordinates of your
favorite fishing holes on the
Forum, (for safe keeping, you
should send those directly to me at
petea2z@mac.com). But seriously,

think about your dry-docked
brothers and give us some fuel for
our imaginations as we can only
hope to get on the water soon. 

Tight lines,

Pete A2Z

WCO Presents at
February Meeting

Officer Michael Blair from the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission presented a variety of
fishing topics to members who
attended the February meeting.

His first, and most forceful point,
was that herring were protected by
Federal regulations and that
anglers should not misinterpret the
statement on page 13 of the 2018
Summary of Fishing Regulations
and Laws that states, “River
herring has a close year-round
season with zero daily limit
applied to ...Delaware /river,
Delaware Estuary, and Delaware
River Tributaries upstream to the
limit of the tidal influence.”  That
means NO herring in possession on
all of the tidal river and all of the
tidal portions of its tributaries. 

It is OK to fish for bass in Big
Bass Program Special Regulations
waters during the open trout
season, without a trout stamp. See
listed waters on page 11 of
Regulations booklet.

He also said that the productive
2011 and 2013 year classes of
striped bass should start producing
slot fish for this year. 

Officer Blair addressed the need
for the public to comment back to
the PFBC during their public
opinion polling to make our voices
heard on the best ways to improve
funding and/or manage the
resource with reduced funding due
to low license sales. Right now, the
state is limited to funding from

fishing licenses, boat registrations,
some gravel sales from river beds,
some payments for fracking water
removed from Commonwealth
streams, and the occasional grant
for facility improvements. It is up
to the fishermen to educate the
Commissioners on what is best for
our resource. Members can go
online to the PFBC website at
www.fishandboat.com to provide
their inputs through the link to the
Sportsman's Forum Public Opinion
Poll.

He mentioned one way we can
help him do his job is to report
violations when we see someone
overharvesting or keeping small
fish, or fishing out of season.
Members made several comments
about such experiences at Lake
Luxemborg. Officer Blair says not
to confront violators but to take
note of activities, get a car license
number if possible, and contact the
Southeast Pennsylvania office to
report the info, so they can pass it
along to him or other officers.

Sure, Let’s Throw
More Gasoline On
This Dumpster Fire

To shed a little more light on the
PFBC funding situation, a story
appeared at at Philly.com on March
6, 2018. You can read it
at:www.philly.com/philly/news/pen
nsylvania/fish-boat-commission-
funding-fishing-trout-harrisburg-
20180306.html?update

We all know that license sales are
dropping. But this political battle
takes a bad situation and makes it
worse. 

P.S. Look for the quote by a
familiar statesman on the Delaware
Valley fishing scene at the end of
the story. 
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DRFA Club Shad Tournament

Saturday, April 21, 2 PM Weigh in
Yardley Park and Ride Lot, near intersection of Taylorsville and Woodside Roads

(Just north of Yardley/New Hope Exit 51 of I-95)
All participants must wear a PFD while the Gas engine is running. 
Failure to wear a PFD will result in a warning on the 1st offense and disqualification on subsequent offenses
RULES:

• All participants must be dues paying members of the DRFA. There is no advanced registration.

• Only paid members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most recent

membership list will be present at weigh-in.) There is no separate entry fee.

•  Only (1) legal fish of the specified species per person will be weighed. The heaviest fish will determine the winner. 

• Fish does not have to be alive at weigh-in for shad tournament. Fish must be disposed of in a legal manner.

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner. 

• The fish must have been caught on that day, during the hours of the tournament.

• The fishing area will be limited to the Delaware River and its tributaries.

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish.

• Weigh-in is at 2:00 pm sharp. Those arriving after 2:00 pm, will not be permitted to weigh-in fish for prizes or points.

• Only legal fishing methods, of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. Live bait is permitted.
• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.
• All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the "Dave Bryant Memorial

Angler of the Year" contest.
Tournament Coordinator: Ron Soto – 267-250-4354

PRIZES:     1st Place - $100.00            2nd Place - $50.00            3rd Place - $25.00

In case of high water or questionable weather, 

call the Tournament Hotline 267-934-2148 to confirm event schedule.

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member of
the immediate family residing at that home and any immediate children and grandchildren, up to the age of 16, no matter where they live.
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DRFA Bank Tournament

Saturday, May 5 – 6 am to 12 pm 
Check in & Weigh in at Neshaminy State Marina Parking Lot, Croydon, PA

I-95 to Street Rd – East on Street Rd to State Rd – Turn left past Neshaminy Creek to

Traffic light – Cedar Ave. – turn right to River Rd – right to 4th Ave. – left to marina.

This is a Multi-Species Bank Tournament – NO BOATS
RULES:

• All participants must check in during the hour preceding start time.

• There is no entry fee: however, there is a voluntary $10.00 Pool. Club points will be awarded for AOTY

• Only paid members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most recent

membership list will be present at weigh-in.)

• Multi species to include Carp, Catfish, Shad, Panfish and any other legal species.  No bass, largemouth or smallmouth

(closed season) or striped bass due to N J zero catch limit. The heaviest fish of any species will determine the winner.  

• Anlers should do their best to keep fish alive for weigh-in, but will not be penalized for dead fish. All fish will be returned to

the river alive or disposed of in a legal manner.

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner.

• The fish must have been caught on that day, during the hours of the tournament.

• The fishing area will be limited to the Tidal Delaware River (No Creeks or Tributaries) between the Trenton Falls and the

Walt Whitman Bridge.

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish.

• Only legal fishing methods, of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. Live bait is permitted.

• All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the “Dave Bryant Memorial Angler

of the Year Contest”
• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.

Tournament Hotline: 267-934-2148     Tournament Coordinator: Ron Soto – 267-250-4354

PRIZES:  100% payout on day of tournament.

In case of high water or questionable weather, 
call the Tournament Hotline 267-934-2148 to confirm event schedule.

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member of
the immediate family residing at that home and any immediate children and grandchildren, up to the age of 16, no matter where they live.
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DRFA Club Catfish Tournament

Saturday, May 19, 6 am – 12 pm - Frankford Arsenal Ramp, PA
Off Tacony Street, Philadelphia, Pa. (just south of the Tacony/Palmyra Bridge)

All participants Must wear a PFD while the Gas engine is running.Failure to wear a PFD will
result in a warning on the 1st offense and disqualification on subsequent offenses

RULES:

• All participants must check in during the hour preceding start time.

• There is no entry fee: however, ramp, launch and/or parking fees may apply. There is a voluntary $10.00 Pool.

• Only paid-up members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most

recent membership list will be present at weigh-in.)

• Only (1) legal fish of the specified species per person will be weighed. The heaviest fish will determine the winner. 

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner.

• All fish must be alive at weigh-in. All fish must be released alive after weigh-in.

• The fish must have been caught on that day, during the hours of the tournament.

• The fishing area will be limited to the part of the Delaware River and its tributaries that can be reached by boat from the

Starting Access Ramp. Shore fishing is permitted.

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish.

• Only legal fishing methods, of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. Live bait is permitted

• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.

• All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the "Dave Bryant Memorial

Angler of the Year" contest.

• Tournament Coordinator: Ron Soto – 267-250-4354
PRIZES:  100% Payout on day of tournament

In case of high water or questionable weather, 
call the Tournament Hotline 267-934-2148, to confirm event schedule or location.

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member
of the immediate family residing at that home and any immediate children or grandchildren, up to the age of 16, no matter where they live.



The Delaware River Fishermen’s Association
P.O. Box 4739
Philadelphia, PA 19134
DRFA Web Site: http://www.drfishermen.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS!

HL Live Bait and Tackle, 78 Est Bridge St. Morrisville PA 215-295-1400, a variety of fresh, live bait

David DeCoff Promotional Products, 1692 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618 T-Shirts, Hat, Coffee Mugs. 609-882-0345 

The Fegley Law Firm, 301 Oxford Valley Road, Suite 402, Yardley, PA 215-493-8287  Business, employment, and personal injury law: 

Clayton Hunting and Fishing, 660 Easton Road Horsham, PA 215-295-1400, For all your hunting, fishing, archery, and firearm needs 

The Continental Tavern, 2 North Main Street, Yardley, PA,  215-493-9191, Family Dining and Catering, 9 draught beers www.contav.com

Complete Computer Services, PC Sales, Service, Repairs, in your home or office., 267-235-8144

Cabelas, 1100 Cristiana Mall, Newark, DE 302-266-2300, World’s Foremost Outfitter, www.cabelas.com

White Oak Ice Co., 350 State Road, Bensalem PA 19020 - Self Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice - 215-639-1080

Pennsylvania Yacht Club, 2189 State Road, Bensalem, A 19020 - 215-245-9883, clubhouse rentals, special events

Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol PA, 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails
www.silverlakenaturecenter.org

Associates

The South Jersey Bass Club Association, www.sjbca.org

Delaware Riverkeeper Network, www.delawareriverkeeper.org

Mid-Atlantic Youth Anglers Outdoors Program

MARCH-APRIL 2018 ISSUE

• SHAD AND HERRING UPDATE

• TACKLE BAG RAFFLE RESULTS

• PFBC SPEAKER/CUSTOMER SURVEY

• TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 

Also visit our Web site www.drfishermen.com
for news, fishing reports, and more!


