
The weatherman has not been
favorable to DRFA tournaments in
the early part of 2018, with
postponements to two of the first
three club events. (Please note
rescheduled date and location for
the May Catfish Tournament
elsewhere in this newsletter.)

Let’s hope that the weatherman
gets a bit more cooperative from
here on out, especially for the
Youth Fishing Derby scheduled
for July 7. Anyone attending
MUST complete a registration
form in advance, and return to
Chick Bay by Monday June 18 to
receive T-shirts and trophies. There
is no cost for any youth angler, but
we need the registration (and shirt
size) for planning purposes.
Information is also available on the
club website forum.

President’s Message
I recently attended a 3-day seminar
given by National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). It taught recreational
fisherman how to count fish. The
program is titled Marine
Recreational Educational Program
and is presented by a staff of
scientists, biologists, and some

really avid fishermen. The program
starts with an explanation of why
NOAA is spending money to teach
recreational fishermen how the
process of estimating different
species of fish and allocation
works. Because in the future the
natural resource that we continue
to use may become harder to find.
Recreational fishermen need to be
taught how the world counts fish.
You may say that is crazy, but if
you think about it, you compete for
your fair share of the fish you
catch, or try to catch now. If you
go out on the river to fish for any
of the anadromous species like
shad or striped bass you already
participate and compete against all
the other fishermen in the Atlantic
Ocean.

Each year while in migration, a
scale has been collected for a
sample of age of some of the fish.
Along with measurements, a
special tag may have been attached
to a fish and then it was released
back into the water. The
information about this sampled fish
is then compiled with others to
make an estimate of how many
fish are making up the entire
school of this one species.This
information or data collection is
compiled at the federal level from
information compiled by the states.
Then the federal government
makes a determination of how
many fish there are and figures a
number of fish that can be taken
out of the school while leaving
enough to reproduce to keep the
school big enough to do it over
again and again. The amount taken

from the school is the catch and is
divided up by states and fishing.
Most states that have commercial
fishing are given a quota, then
divide that quota between
commercial and recreational
fishing. Since these fish migrate up
and down the coast and spawn in
fresh water fishermen on the
Delaware River get a last chance to
catch these fish. If you registered
your name with NOAA and got a
Salt Water Permit you have now
committed to report your catch.
For now that is limited to a few
states that have reporting locations.   

In the next couple of years
recreational fishermen may be
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Important Dates
Wednesday, May 30: 7:00 pm.
Monthly meeting at Silver Lake
Nature Center. 

Saturday, June 2: 6:00 am.
The NEW LOCATION for May
Catfish Tourney make-up is
Curtin’s Marina, Burlington.

Saturday June 16: 6:00 am.
Bass Tournament at Curtin’s
Marina.

Wednesday, June 27: 7:00 pm.
Monthly meeting at Silver Lake
Nature Center.

Saturday, July 7: 8:00 am to
1:00pm Youth Tournament at
Pennsylvania Yacht Club. (Pre-
registration required.)

Saturday, July 21: 6:00 am to
12:00 pm Catfish Tournament
at Gloucester City Ramp.
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asked to survey, report, and have
their catches inspected.
Recreational fisherman need to
learn how they play a key role in
the scientific process. You may be
reluctant to participate. You may
say the science is unreliable.
Believe me I understand. After
taking this class I have more
confidence in the science and
biology. I think this is a viable
program and a way to get the
fishermen involved in the decision
of rules to participate. The Marine
Recreational Information Program
(MRIP) is the system of
information gathering and data
collection that supplies the science
to estimate the number of a species
for the recreational fishermen to
catch. Why not participate? If you
fish in salt water for other species
you will have a greater chance of
reporting your catch to NOAA.
The gap of information gathering
for science and the enjoyment of
recreational fishing is in a new
phase. Get involved!  

If you want to find out more or
actually attend a 3 day NOAA
seminar let me know. 

Minutes of the 
March Meeting
(Due to space limitations, minutes
have been abridged.)

On March 28, 2018, President John
Pedrick called the meeting to order
at 7:10.There was a discussion
about coverage under the club
insurance policy. The policy is
there to cover the club for liability
at any club meeting, tournament,
or other club event. It is not
designed to cover member’s boats
or personal property. Club
members should have their own
personal insurance for their boats,
trailers, and tow vehicles.

Tournament Director Ron Soto
emphasized the change in the
originally scheduled March bass
tournament due to extreme weather
and river conditions. Ron also

reported on Bart's Baits in
Tulleytown, PA, saying that it is a
good independent tackle shop for
members needs and that he is
going to try to lock them down as
a business sponsor for the club.

The Treasurer's Report showed that
deposits for March were
$1,187.28, expenses were $268.72,
and the balance was $7, 972.44.
That amount was slightly behind
the balance of $8,468.75 in March
of 2017. 

Rick Mawson reported that we
were up to 74 paid members as of
the end of March. There was no
report for youth activities or from
the trustees.

The guest speaker was Rusty Held
of Rusty Balls Tackle and Guide
Service in Allentown, PA who
spoke about shad fishing. Members
interested in his services, home-
made river anchors, or shad tackle
can reach him at 484-239-4723 or
at rustyballstackle@gmail.com.

Joe Newton submitted his request
for help from Bass Pro on youth
activities. Cabelas will still
contribute rods. 

Frank Beck provided information
about Cool-Dry shirts for club
members. We can order short and
long sleeve styles if we can get
enough to meet the minimum order
quantity for each. If you are
interested, call him, or see him at
the next meeting. 

John reported on the ticket sales
analysis for the tackle bag raffle. It
is hard to decipher the exact count
since tickets can be purchased
individually or in groups. One
thing that is certain is that only
about a third of club members paid
for and returned the tickets sent to
them in late 2017.

The Neshaminy Marina has been
dredged in the area between the
ramp and the river

The 50/50 was won by new
member Stan Cyrway, for $50. The
meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Save The Date For
DRFA Raft Trip
Any club members interested in
attending the annual DRFA
Delaware River Raft Trip above
Port Jervis this summer, save the
date of Monday August 13 (with
Monday August 20 as a backup in
case of high water or a high
likelihood of thunderstorms). The
trip is an 8 hour float from the
Kittatinny Canoe (KC) base at
Staircase Rapids down to
Matamoras, PA. We typically float
three men per raft and the cost of
the raft rental is approximately $45
per person. One member in each
raft will make a reservation a day
or two before the trip. We typically
try to carpool from the Philly-
Yardley area, based on who is
attending, and meet as a group at
the KC Matamoras Base parking
lot where we catch a bus north to
the dropoff point and float back to
Matamoras. There are plenty of
feisty smallmouth bass to be
caught, with some of the better fish
reaching between 14” to 18”.
Everyone who attends always has a
good time. 

Keep an eye on the Member
Forum of the DRFA website for
additional information, as well as
the July/August newsletter. 

Infested Shad
(A note from Daryl Pierce PFBC biologist)

Leeches found in the mouths of
multiple shad this spring have been
identified as Cystobranchus vividus
(previously known as Calliobdella
vivida). This identification was
confirmed by a leech taxonomist at
VIMS. This leech is not host
specific and is an estuarine species.
They are known to occur on
American shad in drainages
throughout eastern North America
and are also distributed in the Gulf
of Mexico.

(continued on Page 4)
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Visit our Web site at www.drfishermen.com

2018 DRFA Tournament Schedule
All of these tournaments are free and open to dues-paying DRFA members
only. Members accrue points for the Angler of the Year competition based
on their finish in the eight regular club events. New members may register
on the morning of the event, before the check-in time. Weigh-in is at the time
specified. Late entries will not be weighed in. Always check the DRFA
Website or the Tournament Hotline the night before the event to learn
about any possible rescheduling or relocation!

Date Event Location Time

6/2 Catfish Curtin’s Marina, Burlington 6 am to 12pm

6/16 Bass Curtin’s Marina, Burlington 6 am to 12 pm

7/7 Youth Derby Philadelphia Yacht Club 8 am to 1 pm

7/21 Catfish Gloucester City Ramp 6 am to 12 pm

8/4 Bass Neshaminy State Marina 6 am to 12 pm

8/18 Catfish Curtin’s Marina, Burlington 6 am to 12 pm

9/15 Bass Byram Access Ramp 7 am to 1 pm

10/13 Bass Bulls Island Ramp 7 am to 1 pm

Shad-fishing afficionado, Bob
Kuntz showed that Spring practice
fishing pays off, by bringing this
4.66-lb., 21.50” first-place shad to
the scales.

Chick Bay hoists his 4.52-lb.,
22.50” second-place fish.

Third-place finisher Risk Osman
just made it into the money with
this 4.08-lb., 22.25” shad.

Right: Bryan Hoffman 
displays his third-place 
3.65-lb., 21.75” catfish 

from the Bank Tournament.

Right:  Plans to slow down 
George Hoffman in the Angler 

of the Year competition by “taking
away his boat” were foiled when

George brought this 6.37-lb.,
23.25” catfish to the scale to

capture the May 5 Bank
Tournament.

Left: Rich Hoffman took second
place in the Bank Tournament with
this 5.01-lb. fish that measured
24.25”.
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Infested Shad
(continued from page 2)

Cystobranchus vividus hatch from
cocoons in the late fall and breed
anytime between February to May.
During the breeding season, the
leeches leave their hosts in favor of
substrates like vascular plants. The
leeches breed, deposit cocoons,
and then die. These leeches are
completely absent from systems
thereafter until the cocoons hatch
in the late fall.

These leeches were reported in
high numbers in the early 1970s on
Atlantic menhaden and blueback
herring. Fishermen reported them
ending up on their gear and on the
decks of their boats. While this
event was described as an
epizootic (indicating disease and
harm to the fish), there is no
information available on how the
leeches themselves impact their
host fish (apart from being a minor
energy drain in instances when

they are feeding). The leeches
could certainly be a means of
secondary bacterial infections and
it is possible that extremely heavy
infestations could result in harm to
the fish at least theoretically (but
again, no data is available). While
the leeches are tolerant to an extent
of freshwater, they will ultimately
die in these habitats. Moreover, the
leeches that are being found
infesting America shad will likely
die anyway given that the breeding
season is almost over. I suspect
that the shad migration this year
coincided with the leeches
departing their hosts for mating
season such that there were many
leeches in the water column during
the shad migration. Being filter
feeders, the American shad
accumulated this leech in the
mouth and on their gills as they
were migrating through the
estuaries. Other factors such as low
temperature and high turbidity
have been referenced in instances
were these leeches were
particularly numerous.

The leech is a vector for a
hemoflagellate, Trypanoplasma
bullocki, that is known to be
pathogenic to summer flounder. It
is also a vector to another
hemoflagellate that infects
American eel.

(Editor’s Note: The bottom line
seems to be that the fisheries
biologist did not appear to worry
about this as a threat to the shad
or their reproduction.)

Shad Tournament Results
Name Weight Length Position Points
Bob Kuntz 4.66 21.50 1 100.00
Charles Bay 4.52 22.50 2 99.00
Rick Osman 4.08 22.25 3 98.00
Jimmy Warwick 4.08 22.00 4 97.00
Anthony Scholl Sr 4.08 21.00 5 86.00
Daniel R Wermuth 4.07 22.25 6 95.00
Dave Wermuth  3.96 22.25 7 94.00
George Hoffman 3.91 21.25 8 93.00
Pete Antoniewicz 3.56 21.75 9 92.00
Ron Soto 3.56 20.75 10 91.00
Rick Mawson Sr 3.46 20.25 11 90.00
Richard Hoffman 3.43 21.25 12 89.00
Anthony Scholl Jr 3.11 20.75 13 88.00
Joe Newton 2.86 19.75 14 87.00
Frank Beck 2.73 22.25 15 86.00
Gregg Southrey 2.61 19.75 16 85.00
Richard Schroeder 2.55 19.75 17 84.00

Angler of the Year Standings
Pos. Name Total Points Total Weight Total Length
1 George Hoffman 193 10.28 44.50
2 Rick Osman 192 6.29 39.95
3 Rich Hoffman 188 8.44 45.50
4 Ron Soto 188 6.57 41.50
5 Rick Mawson Sr 186 5.83 35.25
6 Richard Schroeder 179 4.76 37.75
7 Gregg Southrey 178 4.57 37.75
8 Bob Kuntz 100 4.66 21.50
9 Charles Bay 99 4.52 22.50
10 Bryan Hoffman 98 3.65 21.75
11 Jimmy Warwick 97 4.08 22.00
12 Anthony Scholl Sr 96 4.08 21.00
13 Daniel R. Wermuth 95 4.07 22.50
14 Dave Wermuth 94 3.96 22.25
15 Pete Antoniewicz 92 3.65 21.00
16 Anthony Scholl Jr 88 3.11 20.75
17 Joe Newton 87 2.86 19.75
18 Frank Beck 86 2.73 22.25

Bank Tournament Results
Name Weight Length Position Points
George Hoffman 6.37 23.25 1 100
Rich Hoffman 5.01 24.25 2 99
Bryan Hoffman 3.65 21.75 3 98
Ron Soto 3.01 20.75 4 97
Rick Mawson Sr 2.37 15.00 5 96
Richard Schroeder 2.21 18.00 6 95
Rick Osman 2.21 17.75 7 94
Gregg Southrey 1.96 18.00 8 93
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RULES FOR ALL DRFA TOURNAMENTS SCHEDULED IN JUNE AND JULY 2018

All participants must wear a PFD while the Gas engine is running.  Failure to wear a PFD .
will result in a warning on the 1st offense and disqualification on subsequent offenses.

•  All participants must check in during the hour preceding start time..

•  There is no entry fee: however, ramp, launch and/or parking fees may apply. There is a voluntary $10.00 Pool.

• Only paid members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most recent

membership list will be present at weigh-in.) 

•  Only (1) legal fish of the specified species per person will be weighed. The heaviest fish will determine the winner. 

• All fish must be alive at weigh-in. All fish will be released after weigh-in. 

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner. 

• The fish must have been caught on that day, during the hours of the tournament.

• The fishing area will be limited to the part of the Delaware River and its tributaries that can be reached by boat from the

Starting Access Ramp. Shore fishing is permitted. 

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish.

• Only legal fishing methods, of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. Live bait is permitted.
• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.
• All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the "Dave Bryant Memorial

Angler of the Year" contest.Tournament Coordinator: Ron Soto – 267-250-4354
PRIZES: 100% payout of voluntary pool funds collected on day of tournament. 
*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members

include any member of the immediate family residing at that home and any immediate children, up to the age of 16.
Grandchildren up to the age of 16 also qualify no matter where they live.

In case of high water or questionable weather, 
call the Tournament Hotline 267-934-2148 to confirm event schedule.

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member of
the immediate family residing at that home and any immediate children and grandchildren, up to the age of 16, no matter where they live.

DRFA Club Catfish Tournament
Make-up date from May 19 tournament is Saturday, June 2, 6 am to 12 pm.

NEW LOCATION is Curtin’s Marina, Burlington, NJ
(I- 95 to Rte #413. Continue East on Rte 413 across the B/B Bridge to the circle around the circle to W Broad

St. and proceed to Tatham St. Turn left to E Pearl St., turn right across the creek to Marina on your left.)
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DRFA Bass Tournament
Saturday, June 16, 6 am to 12 pm.
Curtin’s Marina, Burlington, NJ

(I- 95 to Rte #413. Continue East on Rte 413 across the B/B Bridge to the circle around the circle to W Broad
St. and proceed to Tatham St. Turn left to E Pearl St., turn right across the creek to Marina on your left.)

DRFA Club Catfish Tournament
Saturday, July 21, 6 am to 12 pm.

Gloucester Marina, Gloucester City, New Jersey 
(Take I-95 to the Walt Whitman Bridge (I-76 N/S Freeway) to exit 1C and merge onto Rt 130 South. 

Turn right at Market St, Turn left onto S King St. Gloucester City Marina will be on your right.)
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DRFA 2018 Youth Derby

Saturday, July 7, 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
Sign In: Philadelphia Yacht Club, 2189 State Rd, Bensalem, PA 19020
To Register, complete the form below and mail to: 

Charles Bay, 734 N. Lenola Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057         609-744-8260
Thee is no fee for any child.

ALL YOUTH CONTESTANTS MUST WEAR A PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE 
AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT WHILE FISHING, STANDING 

OR WALKING ON ANY MARINA DOCK OR ANY BOAT.
THIS RULE MUST BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO BY EVERYONE.

• Youth anglers 3 yrs to 15 yrs of age who are guests of any dues-paying DRFA member are eligible.

• All participants must check in between 7:00 AM & 8:00 AM at the Pennsylvania Yacht Club Ramp before fishing.

• Youth anglers are allowed to weigh in one fish of any species. 

• The heaviest fish will determine the winner. In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will be the tie-breaker.

• The fish must be caught on that day, during the hours of the tournament.

• Fishing can be done from a boat or shoreline in any part of the Delaware River and its tributaries that can be reached by

boat from the Pennsylvania Yacht Club.

• All youth contestants must wear Coast-Guard-approved Personal Flotation Devices at all times that they are in a boat

during this tournament.

• Sponsoring adults may aid the youth contestants in terms of baiting hooks, netting, and unhooking fish, but they may not

hook, play, reel, or land fish for the youth contestants.

• Only legal fishing methods of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. Live bait is permitted.

• Weigh-in is at 1:00 pm sharp. Those arriving after 1:00 pm will not be permitted to weigh-in fish for prizes. 

• All fish must be of legal size and alive at weigh-in, and will be released after weigh-in.

• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.

• All youth participants will receive awards and refreshments at the weigh-in location at the end of the tournament.

Deadline for registration is Monday June 18, 2018 for participants to receive T-shirts and trophies.
Late entries will still be eligible to fish in the Derby.

(Complete and cut out entry form below, and return to Youth Derby Coordinator Chick Bay.)
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

I give my permission for my child to participate in the 2018 DRFA Youth Tournament,
and I accept full responsibility for my child's participation in this event.

Parent/Guardian's Signature: __________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian's Name (print):_________________________________________________

Sponsoring Club Member's Signature: _________________________________________

Sponsoring Club Member's Name (print):________________________________________

Club Member's Phone Number : (__________) ____________________________________

Youth Angler's Name (print):_____________________________________________________

Youth Angler’s Shirt Size: (Circle one) Child  S   M   L XL Adult  S   M   L XL

Birth Date: _______/________/__________     Age: __________ 



The Delaware River Fishermen’s Association
P.O. Box 4739
Philadelphia, PA 19134
DRFA Web Site: http://www.drfishermen.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS!

HL Live Bait and Tackle, 78 Est Bridge St. Morrisville PA 215-295-1400, a variety of fresh, live bait

David DeCoff Promotional Products, 1692 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618 T-Shirts, Hat, Coffee Mugs. 609-882-0345 

The Fegley Law Firm, 301 Oxford Valley Road, Suite 402, Yardley, PA 215-493-8287  Business, employment, and personal injury law: 

Clayton Hunting and Fishing, 660 Easton Road Horsham, PA 215-295-1400, For all your hunting, fishing, archery, and firearm needs 

The Continental Tavern, 2 North Main Street, Yardley, PA,  215-493-9191, Family Dining and Catering, 9 draught beers www.contav.com

Complete Computer Services, PC Sales, Service, Repairs, in your home or office., 267-235-8144

Cabelas, 1100 Cristiana Mall, Newark, DE 302-266-2300, World’s Foremost Outfitter, www.cabelas.com

White Oak Ice Co., 350 State Road, Bensalem PA 19020 - Self Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice - 215-639-1080

Pennsylvania Yacht Club, 2189 State Road, Bensalem, A 19020 - 215-245-9883, clubhouse rentals, special events

Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol PA, 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails
www.silverlakenaturecenter.org

The Ike Foundation, 625 Main Street, Elmer, NJ 08318   Hook ‘em Early. theikefoundation.org

Associates

The South Jersey Bass Club Association, www.sjbca.org

Delaware Riverkeeper Network, www.delawareriverkeeper.org

Mid-Atlantic Youth Anglers Outdoors Program

MAY-JUNE 2018 ISSUE

• TOURNAMENT AND AOTY STANDINGS

• DRFA RAFT TRIP PREVIEW

• SHAD INFESTATION REPORT

• UPCOMING TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 

• YOUTH FISHING DERBY REGISTRATION FORM!

(NOTE: Deadline is June 18, Submit it soon!)

Also visit our Web site www.drfishermen.com
for news, fishing reports, and more!


