
Minutes from the 

August DRFA Meeting 
In lieu of a regular agenda during 

the club’s August meeting, 

President John Pedrick called the 

meeting to order at 7 pm and asked 

for a motion to suspend the regular 

agenda in favor of a presentation 

by Max Appelman from the Atlantic 

States Marine Fishery Council 

(ASMFC) regarding the current 

status of the Atlantic striped bass 

fishery and proposed new 

regulations to protect the breeding 

stock. Club members agreed to the 

motion. (NOTE: While there was 

no specific treasury report at the 

meeting, the balance as of 8/28/19 

was $9,198.11). 

Complete details on the fisheries 

management Addendum VI are 

available on the ASMFC website at 

http://www.asmfc.org/species/atlan

tic-striped-bass) 

Mr. Appelman began his portion of 

the meeting with a PowerPoint 

presentation on research behind the 

proposal and various options for 

reducing striper harvest and overall 

mortality for the 2020 season. The 

problem is that the 2018 

benchmark indicates the Atlantic 

Coast striper fishery stock is 

overfished and continues to 

experience overfishing. A large 

proportion of the total loss of fish is 

attributed to mortality from catch-

and-release (C&R) fishing. 

The survey results indicate that the 

commercial sector regularly 

underutilizes its quota and that its 

dead discards account for only 2% 

of total mortality. It also shows 

recreational catch rates declining.  

Perhaps the most eye-opening 

factor was that recreational dead 

releases make up a large portion of 

the total fish removals from the 

biomass because most of the fish 

caught were released alive. 

Unfortunately, according to a 

variety of studies, it is 

approximated that 9% of those 

stripers released die shortly after 

release for any number of reasons – 

gut-hooked fish, exhaustion, stress, 

etc. 

The goal of Addendum VI is to 

bring the mortality rate down to a 

new target by effecting a 25% 

reduction in the ocean fishery and a 

20.5% reduction in the Chesapeake 

Bay fishery. They are trying to 

achieve the reductions through 

reduced quotas for the commercial 

sector and changes in bag and size 

limits for the recreational sector. 

The status of the Atlantic Coast 

striper stocks shows that both the 

volume of female striped bass and 

the recruitment of one-year class 

fish have on average declined from 

their peak levels around 2004. 

Unfortunately, the fishing mortality 

rate has been above the target level 

for the past 25 years and at or 

above the acceptable threshold for 

a sustainable fishery for the past 15 

years. A big part of this is the loss 

of fish to C&R fishing. Based on a 

series of previous studies, the 

ASMFC assumes a 9% mortality 

rate for stripers released as part of 

C&R recreational angling. Because 

so many more fish are released than 

are kept – on the order of 10 x or 

more – the total losses to 

recreational C&R fishing are as 

high or higher than the losses due 

to fish harvested from recreational 

fishing.  

The upshot is that the something 

needs to be done to change the 

Important Dates 
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trends. As a result, the ASMFC has 

formulated a series of proposals 

and will be collecting feedback 

from the public-at-large during 

specific events such as the August 

28 meeting at the Silver Lake 

Nature Center as well as via online 

responses from the public. The 

basic proposals to fight overfishing 

are as follows: 

• Option 1 – Status Quo. No 

change in the management of 

the stocks. The concern is that 

this would continue to reduce 

the population. 

• Option 2 – 18% Across The 

Board Reductions. Both the 

commercial fishery and the 

recreational fisheries would set 

a goal for an equal 18% 

reduction in mortality. 

• Option 3 – Commercial 

Reduction 1.8%, Recreational 

Reduction 20%. Given that the 

commercial fishery represents a 

much smaller portion of striper 

mortality, and that commercial 

quotas and mortality are more 

readily manageable than 

recreational fishing mortality, 

this plan would have the 

commercial fishery absorb a 

smaller portion of the reduced 

harvest. 

How the reductions targeted in 

those options would be 

implemented vary for both the 

ocean fishery and the Chesapeake 

Bay fishery. They include 

minimum size limits and variations 

of different slot limits. For 

example, in Option 2 there are 

three choices of how to implement 

the recreational ocean fishery 

regulations:  

• One fish, 35” minimum size 

(would achieve an 18% 

reduction from 2017 levels) 

• One fish in a 28” to 34” slot 

(would achieve a 19% 

reduction from 2017 levels) 

• One fish in a 32” to 40” slot 

(would achieve a 21% 

reduction from 2017 levels) 

Because the catch and release 

recreational fishery accounts for so 

much of the striper mortality, an 

important complement to any 

adjusted size and bag limits is the 

promotion of circle hooks for 

striper fishing. There are three 

options for approaching the circle 

hook issue: 

• Option A. Status quo. 

Recommend, but not make it 

mandatory, that states promote 

the use of circle hook to reduce 

C&R mortality. 

• Option B. States would be 

required to implement 

regulations requiring the use of 

circle hooks.  

• Option C. States would be 

required to develop public 

education and outreach 

campaigns to promote the use 

of circle hooks. 

Once Appelman finished his 

presentation, he surveyed meeting 

attendees relative to their 

preferences for the major 

management options and sub-

options about various size and bag 

limit options. While opinions 

varied on the management plan 

approaches, one option that 

received broad acceptance was the 

mandatory use of circle hooks.  

At the conclusion of Appelman’s 

survey, Andrew Shiels from the 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commission presented the status of 

Pennsylvania’s proposed measures 

on how to achieve harvest/mortality 

reductions within the Delaware 

River Basin. Basically, there are 

two slot options for the Spring 

season lasting from April 1 through 

May 31 between Trenton and the 

Pennsylvania state line with 

Delaware. The first option offers a 

slot of 21” to 24” with a two-fish 

bag limit. The second option offers 

a slot of 22” to 25” with a two-fish 

limit. Past fish surveys have 

indicated that most of the stripers in 

those slot ranges at that time of 

year in the Delaware River are 

males and would not have as much 

impact as the harvest of larger 

females. 

(Due to space limitations in this 

newsletter, there is not enough 

room to represent the key charts 

from Max Appelman’s PowerPoint 

presentation. We will try to include 

them in an upcoming newsletter.  

President’s Note  

The club is starting a new 

membership cycle next month. 

Applications for 2020 will go out 

along with some fundraising raffle 

tickets. If the membership responds 

similarly to previous years, we will 

gain approximately 20 new 

members, but we will lose 20 old 

members. I always ask myself what 

happens to the people that leave the 

club. I believe they still fish but 

maybe not any of the club 

tournaments. Maybe they were not 

into competitive fishing. Fishing 
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The chart below shows that mortality 

from catch-and-release striper fishing 

over the past few years represents a 

large portion of striper mortality. 

More info is available at 

https://www.asmfc.org 

 

https://www.asmfc.org/


for points and rewards is fun but 

not everyone likes to compete. This 

is inevitable with the same third of 

the club on the point list and the 

other two thirds sitting out the 

tournaments. 

A lot of the club members come to 

the monthly meeting and I try to 

keep the agenda rolling along with 

new club business and some 

informative guest speakers. Most 

times, the camaraderie between the 

members is better than the agenda. 

Maybe one meeting should be just 

to sit around and talk among 

ourselves about whatever topic 

someone chooses. Sort of like a 

Fishaholics Anonymous meeting. 

So whatever makes you a member 

– the fishing, the meetings, or the 

friendships – keep coming back. I 

personally will be a member next 

year and for years to come. 

Thanks for all your support. 

John Pedrick 

A Sad Farewell 
It is with a heavy heart that the 

DRFA announces the passing of 

long-time club member Matt 

Kicinski. Over the years, Matt had 

served the club as its Treasurer and 

later as a member of the Board of 

Trustees. His wife Eileen is the 

current club Treasure. Matt was 

also instrumental in satisfying the 

club’s volunteer-hour commitment 

at the Silver Lake Nature Center by 

maintaining the fishing equipment 

used at the Center’s summer 

programs. The club offers Eileen 

and the extended Kicinski family 

our heartfelt sympathy and our 

thanks for all that Matt did for the 

club. 

Save The Date For 

Club Holiday Party 
The Club Holiday Party will be 

held on Wednesday, December 18 

at Georgine’s Restaurant, 1320 

Newport Rd, Bristol, PA 19007. 

Payment and reservations will be 

due in early December. Details will 

be in the November newsletter and 

on the DRFA website. Payment can 

be made at the November meeting 

or by mail. 

Minutes for July  

DRFA Meeting 

The July 31 meeting was called to 

order by President John Pedrick at 

7:00 pm with 22 members in 

attendance. Minutes from the June 

meeting were read and approved. 

Treasury: The club account 

showed a balance of $9,721.47 as 

of July 31.  

Membership: Membership 

Secretary Rick Mawson reported a 

total of 103 paid members, 

including sponsoring business 

members.  

Tournament Events: John 

announced the results of the July 

catfish tournament and there was a 

discussion about having a penalty 

for dead fish as opposed to a 

disqualification. John advised 

members that any suggested 

changes in tournament rules should 

be submitted before the October 

meeting. In Mike Nucero’s 

absence, Gregg Southrey will be 

the weighmaster for the August 4 

Bass Tournament. 

Youth Activities: Chick Bay 

recapped the activities of the July 

14 Youth Fishing Derby. There 

were 20 registered participants. The 

club made a $150 contribution to 

the host Pennsylvania Yacht Club 

in memory of former DRFA 

member Bill Burke. The club will 

contact the yacht club early in 2020 

to get next year’s date. 

Trustees: The trustees July review 

of the books showed that all 

accounts were in order. 

Environmental: John discussed 

the status of the recovery of shad 

and herring stocks and actions from 

the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

council. Commercial landings of 

shad are next to nothing. With no 

herring data from NJ, PA, or DE 

our home waters have little chance 

to see any changes in the 

moratorium—unlike states to the 

north of us. John also anticipates a 

17% cut back on striper allocations. 

Elcon is still attempting to get 

approval to operate a hazardous 

waste disposal facility on the old 

US Steel-plant property. Local 

2019 DRFA Tournament Schedule 
All DRFA Club tournaments are free (There are no club fees; however, 

ramp, launch and/or parking fees may apply.  There will be a voluntary 

$10.00 pool with a 100% payout to pool participants for the three heaviest 

pool fish {60%, 30% and 10%} at tournament’s end) and open to dues 

paying DRFA members only. Members accrue points for the Angler of the 

Year competition based on their finish in the nine regular club events. New 

members may register on the morning of an event, before check-in time 

(except for the Shad Tournament). Weigh-in is at the time specified. Late 

entries will not count. 

Always check the DRFA Web site or the Tournament Hotline (267-934-

2148) the night before the event to learn about any possible rescheduling 

or relocation due to water or weather conditions. 

Date Event Location Time 

9/28 Bass Curtin’s Marina, NJ 7 am to 1 pm 

10/12 Bass Bull’s Island, NJ 7 am to 1 pm 
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resistance is high, but the company 

is persisting. 

Fishing Reports: There were 

several fishing reports from Frank 

Beck on the Lambertville to 

Stockton stretch of the river in mid-

July. One accounted for 13 fish on 

Ned Rigs and crankbaits. The other 

included 9 fish, but several of 

better size (16” and 17”). Scott 

McDonough reported on fishing the 

tidal river a weekend before the 

meeting—fishing from Neshaminy 

north to Trenton on one day (8 

bass) and south to Woodbury 

Creek, catching bass on the grass 

beds, a snakehead at Tullytown, 

and a slot-sized striper off of a 

rocky point using chartreuse 

crankbaits. Scott also passed along 

a tip to use broken Ned Rig hooks 

as the nose weight for Neko Rigs. 

H&L Bait and Tackle in 

Morrisville, a long-time DRFA 

sponsoring business member, is up 

for sale. John discussed the status 

of the recovery of shad and herring 

stocks and actions from the 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

council. Commercial landings of 

shad are next to nothing. With no 

herring data from NJ, PA, or DE 

our home waters have little chance 

to see any changes in the 

moratorium—unlike states to the 

north of us. John also anticipates a 

17% cut back on striper allocations. 

New Business: John made an 

appeal to club members to find a 

newsletter editor to take the place 

of Rich Mawson who is retiring 

after 14 years. He also said that we 

need show coordinators and tackle 

bag raffle coordinators. At this 

point the club has no fundraising 

activities planned for 2020. 

The winner of $42 in the 50-50 

drawing was Rick Mawson. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

The agenda for the September 

meeting is a full one. In addition to 

general business, we will be 

discussing the tackle bag fundraiser 

and membership drive for 2020. 

We will also open nominations for 

2020 club officers – always a nail-

biter. Finally, as a reward for all 

that hard work, we will receive a 

presentation from guest speaker 

Robert Coles of Keystone Lures, 

which makes custom wood plugs 

for freshwater and saltwater game 

fish. The following month, we will 

vote on the bylaw revisions and 

nominate/elect officers for next 

year. 

August 24 Catfish 

Tournament Results 

In all, 14 members fished in the 

tournament and 13 members 

brought a fish to the scales. 

Far and away, the biggest fish was 

the first place winner caught by 

George Hoffman. It weighed in at 

12.26 lbs. – almost 30% heavier 

than the closest contestant – and 

measured 28.50”. Second place 

went to Rich Gasper whose fish 

was only a half-inch shorter, but 

could only push the scale up to 9.52 

– still an impressive fish. Third 

place went to Rich Hoffman with a 

6.56-lb. fish that measured 24.75”. 

September 14 Bass 

Tournament Results 

The club’s September Bass 

Tournament at the Byram, NJ 

Ramp saw 16 members participate 

and 10 members weigh in a legal 

fish. The word for the day was that 

larger fish were hard to find as 

multiple members stated that they 

caught plenty of shorts, but had a 

hard time finding something much 

larger than 13”.  

(Continued on Page 5.) 
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This impressive specimen was 

George Hoffman’s winning entry 

in the August catfish tournament.  

Rich Gasper’s 9.52-lb. catfish would 

have been big enough to win many 

previous summer tournaments, but 

he had to settle for second place this 

time. 

Rich Hoffman weighed in a 

respectable 6.56-lb. catfish for third 

place in the August tournament. 



 

First place in the September 14 

smallmouth tournament went to 

Mike Nucero with a 1.60-lb. 16” 

smallie.  

 

Scott McDonough took second 

place with this 1.36-lb., 15.25” 

smallmouth. 

 

Joe Newton was close behind in 

third place with a 1.32-lb. smallie 

that measured 13.75”. 
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AOTY Standings Leaders 
(as of 9/14/19 Bass Tournament) 

First Name Last Name Points Weight Length 

  George Hoffman 678 35.64 149.25 

  Frank Beck 576 22.91 120.00 

  Rich Hoffman 572 25.22 125.50 

  Mike Nucero 496 19.23 104.25 

  Scott McDonough 491 14.54 92.50 

  Gregg Southrey 471 14.08 92.00 

  Chick Bay 383 16.21 83.00 

  Ron Soto 382 15.51 90.25 

  Joe Newton 382 11.92 70.50 

 

August 24, 2019 Catfish Tournament Results 
# .....  Name ...................... Points ................. Weight ................ Length 

1 ..... George Hoffman ......  100 ..................... 12.26 ...................  28.50 

2 ..... Rick Gasper .............    99 .....................  9.52 ....................  28.00 

3 ..... Rich Hoffman ..........    98 .....................  6.56 ....................  24.75 

4 ..... Frank Beck ..............    97 .....................  5.74 ....................  24.50 

5 ..... Scott McDonough ....    96 .....................  4.78 ....................  21.75 

6 ..... Harry Wirebach .......    95 .....................  4.33 ....................  22.75 

7 ..... Ron Soto ..................    94 .....................  3.83 ....................  23.00 

8 ..... Gregg Southrey ........    93 .....................  3.81 ....................  21.75 

9 ..... Chick Bay ................    92 .....................  3.36 ....................  20.50 

10 ... Bob Hartman ...........    91 .....................  3.00 ....................  20.25 

11 ... Rick Mawson Sr ......    90 .....................  2.97 ....................  19.50 

12 ... Stan Cyrway Jr ........    89 .....................  2.96 ....................  20.25 

13 ... Kenneth Zimmer ......    88 .....................  2.93 ....................  20.50 

September 14, 2019 Bass Tournament Results 
# ...... Name  ...................... Weight ................ Length ............... Points 

1 ......    Mike Nucero .........   1.60 ...................    16.00................    100 

2 ......    Scott McDonough .   1.36 ...................    15.25................     99 

3 ......    Joseph Newton ......   1.32 ...................    13.75................     98 

4 ......    Casey McDonough   1.09 ...................    13.25................     97 

5 ......    Pete Antoniewicz ..   1.04 ...................    12.50................     96 

6 ......    Rick Mawson Sr ....   1.02 ...................    13.75................     95 

7  .....    Frank Beck ............   1.00 ...................    12.75................     94 

8 ......    Chris Meyers .........     .90 ...................    12.75................     93 

9 ......    Rich Hoffman .......     .83 ...................    12.25................     92 

10 ....    George Hoffman ...     .72 ...................    12.25................     91 

See the latest standings at www. drfishermen.com 
 



DRFA Bass Tournament 
Saturday, September 28 – 7 am to 1 pm – Curtin’s Marina, Burlington, NJ 

I- 95 to Rte #413 – East on Rte 413 across the B/B Bridge to the circle around the circle to W Broad St 

proceed to Tatham St – Turn left to E Pearl St turn right across the creek to Marina on your left. 

All participants Must wear a PFD while the Gas engine is running. 
Failure to wear a PFD will result in a warning on the 1st offense and disqualification on subsequent offenses 

RULES:  

• All participants must check in during the hour preceding start time.  

• There is no entry fee: however, ramp, launch and/or parking fees may apply. There is a voluntary $10.00 Pool.  

• Only paid members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most 

recent membership list will be present at weigh-in.)  

• Only (1) legal fish of the specified species per person will be weighed. The heaviest fish will determine the winner.  

• All fish must be alive at weigh-in. All fish will be released after weigh-in.  

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner.  

• The fish must have been caught on that day during the hours of the tournament.  

• The fishing area will be limited to the part of the Delaware River and its tributaries that can be reached by boat from the 

Starting Access Ramp. Shore fishing is permitted.  

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish.  

• Only legal fishing methods of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used.  

• Live Bait is permitted.  

• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes.  

Tournament Hotline: 267-934-2148  

Tournament Coordinator: Mike Nucero 267-357-1799  

PRIZES: 100% payout on day of tournament.  

All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the 

“Dave Bryant Memorial Angler of the Year Contest” 

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member of the immediate 

family residing at that home and any immediate children, up to the age of 16. Grandchildren up to the age of 16 also qualify no matter where they live. 

 
  



 
DRFA Bass Tournament 
Saturday, October 12, 7 am – 1 pm 

Bulls Island NJ Access Ramp 

All participants Must wear a PFD while the Gas engine is running. 
Failure to wear a PFD will result in a warning on the 1st offense and disqualification on subsequent offenses 

RULES: 
• All participants must check in during the hour preceding start time. 

• There is no entry fee: however, ramp, launch and/or parking fees may apply. There is a voluntary $10.00 Pool. 

• Only paid members of the D.R.F.A., and qualifying family members *, may participate and weigh-in fish. (The most 

recent membership list will be present at weigh-in.) 

• Only (1) legal fish of the specified species per person will be weighed. The heaviest fish will determine the winner.  

• All fish must be alive at weigh-in. All fish will be released after weigh-in. 

• In the event of a tie in weight, the longest fish will determine the winner. 

• The fish must have been caught on that day during the hours of the tournament.  

• The fishing area will be limited to the part of the Delaware River and its tributaries that can be reached by boat from 

the Starting Access Ramp. Shore fishing is permitted. 

• Weigh-in is at scheduled end time. Those arriving late for weigh-in will not be permitted to weigh-in fish. 

• Only legal fishing methods of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania may be used. 

• Live Bait is permitted. 

• The tournament judge will have final say in all disputes. 

Tournament Hotline: 267-934-2148  

Tournament Coordinator: Mike Nucero 267-357-1799  

PRIZES: 100% payout on day of tournament. 

All anglers weighing in fish, no matter where they place, will accumulate points towards the 

“Dave Bryant Memorial Angler of the Year Contest” 

*Qualifying family members can only participate if a Family Membership has been purchased. Qualifying family members include any member of the immediate 

family residing at that home and any immediate children, up to the age of 16. Grandchildren up to the age of 16 also qualify no matter where they live. 
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THE RIVER NEWS is the bimonthly newsletter of the Delaware River Fishermen's Association. The DRFA typically meets 
the last Wednesday of each month, 7:00 pm, at the Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA. 
All interested sportsmen and women are invited to attend and join the organization.  

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Silver Lake Nature Center, 1306 Bath Road, Bristol, PA, 235 acres of woods, lakes, marshes & meadows, 4.5 miles of trails 

The Ike Foundation, 625 N Main Street, Elmer, NJ 08318 - Our mission is to get more kids fishing and in the outdoors, 

Phila Boat Supply, 8900 State Road, Phila, PA 19136 – 215-332-5117-We carry a full line of new & used boats, motors & parts 

The Fegley Law Firm, 301 Oxford Valley Rd, Suite 402A, Yardley, PA – 215-493-8287, Business, Employment & Personal Injury law. 

H & L Live Bait and Tackle, 78 East Bridge St, Morrisville, PA. 215-295-1400, a large variety of fresh, live bait  

Tow Boat US, 32 Kirkwood Circle, Brigantine, NJ 08203, Delaware River Service Package Available. 609-517-2822. 

White Oak Ice Co., 350 State Road, Bensalem, PA 19020.  Self Service Crushed Ice, Blocks of Ice - 215-639-1080.  

Gasper Contracting, Where your home ideas become reality, Philadelphia, Montgomery & Bucks Counties - 215-805-7360 

Mc Keown’s Automotive Services, 2525 Street Road, Bensalem, Pa 19020 (215) 639-4887 – State Inspection, Emissions. 

Clayton Hunting & Fishing, 660 Easton Rd, Horsham, PA, 215-672-6060 – for all your hunting, fishing, archery & firearm needs 

 

Associate Members     

South Jersey Bass Club Association  

Delaware Riverkeeper Network  

http://www.drfishermen.com/
https://www.philaboat.com/search/inventory/usage/used/sort/best-match

